Redefining M&A Dealmaking in 2021:

Optimism is Back,
Innovators Take the Lead
After a turbulent year, we’re seeing real signs that
deal-making is on the rebound.
M&A will likely lead the charge in powering the recovery
in the year ahead. More than ever, 2021 will be shaped by
innovative transactions and targeted industries.
At a recent webinar hosted by the FT in partnership with
Datasite, participants shared a positive outlook on creative
deal making and innovation for the year ahead. A survey of
750+ attendees revealed:

The new political landscape is
expected to impact M&A in 2021.
Will President Biden’s new vaccine rollout and COVID-19
recovery plans impact M&A volumes in the first half of 2021?

51%

The plans will increase M&A value and volume

34%

The plans will have no impact on M&A value and volume
The plans will decrease M&A value and volume
Unsure of the impact

8%

7%

Innovative deal mechanisms
will continue to grow.
What kind of capital transaction do you expect to
see the most of in 2021?

9%

Expect acquisitions

22%

41%

Expect SPACs

Targeting the hottest industries
remains essential.
What industry will shift the most in M&A activity
during the Biden administration?

Expect divestiture
and restructuring

27%

7%

Expect capital raise

68%

Technology

7%
19%

Healthcare
Financial Services
Transportation

Dealmakers agree:
The right tools and technologies can help unlock
insights and accelerate agility in the years ahead.

56%

say due diligence will take
one month or less by 2025.

48%

of practitioners surveyed
say due diligence could
be enhanced most by new
technologies and digitization1.

35%

say accessing a virtual data
room with AI and machine
learning technologies would help
accelerate the due diligence
process the most.

Make the most
of every opportunity
Lean into Datasite’s 25+ years of transaction management
expertise. Our progressive innovation and best-in-class customer
support instills unrivaled confidence that you’ve delivered the best
experience for every client on every deal – quickly.
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