
The idea that people enter banking  
just for the money does not bear out. 
Most are drawn to banking because they like the 
combination of interesting and challenging skill-sets, 
according to 53% of dealmakers.

Care.
One associate listened so carefully to her VP 
describe a complex financial concept that she 
could walk the client through it the next day.

SECRETS OF SUCCESSFUL BANKERS

Get Trigger Happy.
Read your work before sending to 
avoid spelling and other easy mistakes. 
An astonishing 51% of dealmakers  
see this as the #1 source of  
banker errors. 

Forget to  
Check the Numbers.
Assume someone else has done 
the math at your peril. Financial 
bumbles rank #2 on the banker 
pet peeve list. 

Miss Anything.
Don’t assume search functionality is 
equal across data room providers. 
Double and triple-check your work 
so you don’t miss a stack of material 
adverse change (MAC) clauses the way 
one associate did.

Play Nice.
Today’s peers are 
tomorrow’s clients.

Keep an Orderly Inbox.
A well-known MD’s top-notch reputation rests partially 
on his ability to find any document in seconds.

What does it take to become a top investment banker? We combined panelist insights and live audience polling to come up with this list 
of dos and don’ts based on our recent Merrill Insight webinar Dealmaker Stories – How I Became a Rockstar in Investment Banking. 

DO:

Juggle Tasks Well & Bring a Learning Mind Set.
When you’re working on multiple projects for different MDs, figuring out what tasks are due when tops the 
learning curve list. If you’re unsure about the timelines involved, our panelists advise asking peers first and 
then moving up the ladder. 
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DON’T:

Find out how DatasiteOne helps you stay organized and avoid common slip-ups and errors. Request a consultation today.

WANT TO LEARN MORE?

DatasiteOne, a market-leading SaaS due diligence platform, enables dealmakers around the world to focus on the deal, not the 
data room. Sophisticated analytics, ironclad security and world-class support make DatasiteOne the cloud-based virtual data room 
of choice for M&A and securities professionals in more than 170 countries.  
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Merrill DatasiteOne lets you focus on the deal, not the  
data room. Whether it’s due diligence, content management,  
document formatting and printing, or conferencing facilities  
you need, Merrill can help. 
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The Merrill DatasiteOne Difference

Not all virtual data rooms are created equal – they aren’t all built to handle the high 
demands of sensitive transactions while delivering premium features and real-world 
usability. With decades of expertise behind us, we’ve seen what works – and  
what doesn’t.

+ Fast Setup: Opportunities can arise quickly, and Merrill DatasiteOne is built for  
 rapid implementation no matter the size or complexity of the deal and site content.  
 We offer the fastest response time to activate your virtual data room. With  
 DatasiteOne, your virtual data room can be activated in just minutes. 

+ Easiest to Use: Work more efficiently with expanded capabilities, reduced clicks on  
 key activities, drag and drop functionality and an improved upload process that  
 makes it easy to quickly replicate structures and authorizations. 

+ Ironclad Security: Your company’s information is too valuable to host on free, or low  
 cost, and generally less-secure file sharing services that are vulnerable to malicious  
 intruders. Merrill adheres to best-in-class global security standards across the data  
 security chain. 

+ Superior Search: Merrill DatasiteOne is built with sophisticated search technologies  
 that swiftly pinpoint what you seek, no matter the format or file type. 

+ Critical Control: Audit tools ensure visibility into document chain of ownership, with  
 insight into what information is downloaded, printed, forwarded or copied. 

+ Advanced Q&A: Manage buyer groups through question limits and approvals,  
 automatically route questions to the category experts, import and export data to  
 Excel while preserving the audit data in DatasiteOne. 

+ Best-in-class Support: Merrill’s dedicated team of proven subject matter experts  
 is well-versed in a wide variety of deal types and available around the clock. 

+ Constant Project Readiness: You’re always prepared for the next round of activity,  
 including the post-merger phase and reporting to stakeholders and regulators.  
 Comprehensive audit reports, deal room archives, data removal, content transfer  
 and storage options support a smooth transaction.

Management  Presentations Today:Bidder A.............9 AMBidder B............11 AMBidder C.............3 PM

And REALLY, REALLY DON’T  
Leave Sensitive Documents Lying Around!
True story: one sell-side associate left a bidder schedule on the table during management 
presentations. While most due diligence slip-ups occur around personal organization 
(36%), Q&A tracking (23%) and data room management (17%), breaches of confidentiality 
have the greatest potential impact on your project and your career.

Ask Stuff You  
Can Easily Look Up.
“Based on my research, I believe x, y  
and z is correct. Is that right?” shows your 
willingness to learn and takes the onus  
off your manager to do all the brain  
work for you.
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